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Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon rainforest is a tropical rainforest fed by the watershed of the Amazon River. The Brazilian portion (60% of the region) is currently approximately 2,966,060 km2 (qtd. in “Amazon Rainforest”). This figure is 80.5% of the amount of forest present in 1970 (qtd. in “Amazon Rainforest”). In addition, its current size is considerably less than the estimated 7,000,000 km2 that it originally covered (qtd. in “Amazon Basin”). This removal of acreage is caused mostly by deforestation—specifically logging. The decrease in acreage of the rainforest—combined with loss of habitat—leading eventually to species extinction—and loss of future resource, which in turn leads to global climate impacts—have prompted sudden concern in the environmental community.
This loss of habitat is preventing organisms from establishing a niche and mating. Hypothetical case vignette, a tree frog population is dependent on certain tree stand for survival and mating. If this tree stand were removed, the frogs would need to find a new stand of trees that will accommodate their needs to live or they would most likely be wiped out—or rather they would become extinct. Many environmentalists fear the loss of species is occurring at the rate of several per day, and some estimate several per hour. Many argue this leading to the loss of valuable biological and biomedical resources.
These lost resources also include plant species. Environmental scientists and interest groups have further argued that there are potential cures to cancer and other seemingly enigmatic diseases in the plant resources of the rainforest. The understanding of what all is in the rainforest is very slim. There are many portions of the region that remain unexplored (qtd. in “Amazon Basin”). We are unsure of the potential of the panoply of trees being cut down.
Others argue that the loss of habitat is leading to higher levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The rainforest is one of the largest carbon storage areas in the environment (qtd. in “Amazon Rainforest”).  With the removal of this carbon storage for the environment, the amount of carbon fixation will decrease on a notable scale. This reduction will leave the carbon dioxide that would have been fixated in the atmosphere. The presence of this greenhouse gas will lead to potential climate changes across the globe.
This potential change in climate and loss of habitat is the reason for the concern in the environmental world for conservation of the region. Some fear the rate of deforestation will result in loss of the forest by 2050 (qtd. in “Amazon Rainforest”). Others, like Pat Buchanan, argue there is little cause for alarm all over the world for any of the environmental issues discussed (John McLaughlin, et al.).
All of these factors have fueled the debate over how much deforestation should occur and how much the forest should remain undisturbed. The evidence of loss of species, habitat, and resources lean to viewpoint that something needs to change.
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