Chapter 4 - Carbon and the Molecular Diversity of Life

I. Organic chemistry is the study of carbon compounds.

II. Carbon atoms are the most versatile building blocks of molecules.

III. Variation in carbon skeletons contributes to the diversity of organic molecules.

A. Isomers

1. Structural

2. Geometric

3. Enantiomers (mirror images)


IV. Functional groups also contribute to the molecular diversity of life.

B. Hydroxyl group

C. Carbonyl group

D. Carboxyl group

E. Amino group

F. Sulfhydryl group

G. Phosphate group

