Chapter 3 - Water and the Fitness of the Environment

I. The polarity of water results in hydrogen bonding.

II. Organisms depend on the cohesion of water molecules.

III. Water contributes to Earth(s habitability by moderating temperatures.

A. Heat and temperature

B. Water(s high specific heat

C. Evaporative cooling

IV. Oceans and lakes don(t freeze solid because ice floats.

V. Water is the solvent of life.

A.
Hydrophilic and hydrophobic substances

D. Solute concentration in aqueous solutions

VI. Organisms are sensitive to changes in pH.

E. Dissociation of water molecules

F. Acids and bases

G. The pH scale

H. Buffers

VII. Acid precipitation threatens the fitness of the environment.

