Chapter 26 - Early Earth and The Origin of Life

I.
Life on Earth originated between 3.5 and 4.0 billion years ago

II.
The first cells may have originated by chemical evolution on a young Earth

III.
Abiotic synthesis of organic monomers is a testable hypothesis

IV.
Laboratory simulation of early Earth conditions have produced organic polymers

V.
Protobionts can form by self-assembly

VI.
RNA was probably the first genetic material

VII.
The origin of hereditary information made Darwinian evolution possible

VIII.
Debate about the origin of life abounds

IX.
Arranging the diversity of life into kingdoms is a work in progress

